
FHS Ceramics  - A Snapshot of District Logistics in 2020 
 
Brenna Johnson, one of the many art teachers at Franklin High School, 
recently shared with us the challenges, and successes she has 
experienced while developing and running a remote Ceramics Program 
so far this year.  Ms. Johnson teaches Ceramics I, II, III, and AP 3D, as 
well as drawing and painting course called Honors Portfolio; just a 
handful of many visual art offerings at FHS.  This year has presented 
many challenges, unlike anything Ms. Johnson has dealt with before. 

 
With a remote start and still having many FHS students working at home 
at any given time, getting the necessary art materials to all of her students 
has required a lot of logistical planning!  
“It has been a challenge!” Ms. Johnson shared. “At the beginning of the 
school year, my students had to get into a routine of picking up clay and 
tools in the FHS vestibule. They also have to return the work as they 
completed it and then picked up more materials as well.  This takes a lot 
of coordination.”  
 

Ms. Johnson has been teaching at FHS for almost ten years and has seen the Ceramics 
Program grow tremendously. While maintaining high expectations is a main focus, she is 
keeping it all in perspective this year. “It is important to remember that most of my students are 
taking these courses as electives. It is not supposed to be stressful. Therefore, I am trying to 
maintain the integrity of the FHS Ceramics Program while remaining mindful of the 
circumstances we all are living with right now.”  
 
For upperclassmen working in the classroom, this process has been a little 
easier for them because these students are able to drive and pick up their 
own materials as needed. However, most of her freshman and sophomore 
students have needed to rely on parents to pick up and drop off materials 
and projects when they are able; presenting additional challenges.  
 
Many of her Ceramics I students are new not only to sculpting with clay but 
to FHS itself!  They are working hard to develop skills in the medium 
remotely, creating a tea bowl, an organic form, and a coil-pot. Students in 
Ceramics II have the advantage of being familiar with the process of clay construction and the 
steps required to create a finished piece. They have been working on constructing teapots, 
sugar and creamer sets at home and are now onto glazing.  “These students have a strong 
foundation from Ceramics I and are building some great clay objects!”  
 
The more advanced students in the classroom including Ceramics II and AP 3D need a lot of 
materials. Ms. Johnson shared that the majority of her art supplies are out in the Franklin 
community, having distributed virtually everything she could to her students for remote use. 
When students are in the building, they are working on glazing, at home they are working on 



sculpting and building with clay.  Having students in so many 
different stages of creation is definitely a challenge, but students 
are rising to the occasion and Ms. Johnson is so proud of the 
work being made at home.  
 
Ms. Johnson did say, “my AP 3D students are rocking it because 
these students have a really strong foundation in ceramics and I 
have a great relationship with each of them.” The AP 3D 
students are currently working hard towards their end goal, which is to create 6 - 8 works of art 
connected by a clear theme using different clay bodies.  Ms. Johnson has been experimenting 
with the Japanese firing process of Raku and in the early Spring AP 3D will finish their raku 
pieces in this process.  Ms. Johnson said, “These students  are creating fantastic works of art; I 
am so impressed with the level of sophistication they have been able to achieve at home!” 

 
Finally, Ms. Johnson’s goal is to both maintain the making of high 
quality artwork, and to grow interest in the Ceramics Program at FHS, 
even during these challenging times. She’s impressed by the level of 
commitment her students and families have shown in picking up 
materials and dropping of finished artwork.  “It’s been fun, hard, and 
sometimes hilarious!”  In the end, I can say, all my students have met 
these challenges and it is just so wonderful to see art being made. 
Furthermore, the pacing is different this year, and the scheduling is 
difficult, but I just want all my students to have a strong and positive 
experience in my classroom.” 
 
While the FHS Art Department certainly faces many unique 
challenges because they are project based classrooms and the 
logistics needed to organize, plan and run these classrooms has been 
challenging during the Pandemic this work is indicative of what’s 
happening district-wide at all levels.  Teachers are constantly 
organizing materials for distribution, such as reading books at the 
elementary level and science lab materials at the high school level. In 
the end, it's been a team effort, with administrators, teachers, parents 
and students picking up and dropping off needed materials in all our 
11 public schools, ensuring that all our FPS families have everything 
they need, no matter where they are learning!  

 
 
 
 
 
 


