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Recommendation:  
MASC Resolutions 
I recommend approval of the MASC Resolutions as discussed. 
 

Action Requested of the School Committee: 
Majority vote of the School Committee is required. 
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C. Bernstein:       Y  /  N   D. McNeill:       Y  /  N 
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E Stokes:      Y  /  N     Action:  _________________ 
 
  
 



 RESOLUTION 1:
 FULL, STABLE FUNDING FOR METCO
 (Sponsored by the Arlington School Committee)
 
 WHEREAS in 1966, the first 220 students rode buses fromBoston neighborhoods to schools

in seven suburbs; and
 
 WHEREAS in 1968, the Massachusetts Legislature passed the Racial Imbalance Act, in which

the Commonwealth accepted financial responsibility “for any town that wishes to enroll
students from outside the district for the purpose of racial integration (subject to
appropriation); and

 
 WHEREAS in 1968, the Metropolitan Council for EducationalOpportunity (METCO) assumed

responsibility for implement-ing the provisions of the Racial Imbalance Act, providing
sup-port for students, families, and receiving districts; and

 
 WHEREAS METCO’s mission is to provide students with a strong academic foundation rich in

cultural, educational,ethnic, socioeconomic, and racial diversity and foster the opportunity for
children from Boston and from neighboring suburbs to develop a deeper understanding of
each other in an integrated public school setting; and

 
 WHEREAS Over the last half century, METCO has reached tens of thousands of students,

supporting 3,100 families an-nually in 31 participating suburban school districts and 190
public schools, with graduation rates and college attainment far above state averages; and

 
 WHEREAS METCO creates environments where students,parents and teachers of different

backgrounds can ap-preciate diversity, find common ground through shared experiences,
build lifelong inter-racial friendships, and strive toward the mutual goal of preparing young
people to become global citizens; and

 
 WHEREAS METCO districts have expressed an interest in welcoming more METCO students

into their schools;
 
 andWHEREAS METCO has been recognized as the nation's most successful school

integration program in the UnitedStates; and
 
 WHEREAS requiring METCO funding to be subject to ap-propriation results in METCO

families and partner districts spending considerable time and energy to lobby for fund-ing to
maintain the current level of services;

 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Massachusetts Association of School Committees

calls upon the Governor And the Legislature to create a stable funding structure to support



METCO and its partner districts that fully funds the support provided by METCO, and the cost
of providing services delivered by METCO’s partner districts.

 RESOLUTION 2:
 REGARDING INVESTIGATIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS FOR TRANSPORTATION

BIDDING PROCEDURES
 (Sponsored by the Southeastern Vocational Technical School Committee)
 
 WHEREAS school districts across the commonwealth are struggling with the problem of

transportation services and the bidding and purchasing of these services; and
 
 WHEREAS a stunning number of districts find that, after soliciting multiple bids, it is a

frequent occurrence that only a single bidder submits a proposal; and
 
 WHEREAS in light of the paucity of submissions, the single bidder is able to propose

significant increases over previous years exacerbating not only financial matters, but also
skep-ticism about the integrity of the bidding process.

 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the MA Association ofSchool Committees prevail upon

the Office of the StateAuditor to investigate the bidding practices of school transportation
providers, and to present such findings and recommendations as may be necessary to
contain costs and make more efficient transportation services available for public schools.

 
 
 RESOLUTION 3:
 REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION
 (Sponsored by the Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School Committee)
 
 WHEREAS as outlined in M.G.L. Title XII c. 71, § 16C, the regional school district shall be

subject to all laws pertaining to school transportation; and when the agreement provides for
the furnishing of transportation by the regional school district, the regional school district
shall be obliged to provide transportation for all school children in grades kindergarten
through twelve and the commonwealth shall reimburse such district to the full extent of the
amounts expended for such transportation, subject to appropriation; and

 
 WHEREAS provided, however, that no reimbursement for transportation between school and

home shall be made on account of any pupil who resides less than one and one-half miles
from the school of attendance, measured by a com-monly traveled route; and

 
 WHEREAS the Commonwealth of Massachusetts has not consistently reimbursed regional

transportation to the full extent of the amount expended for such transportation;
 



 THEREFORE IT BE RESOLVED that in such case where a pupil resides greater than one and
one-half mile from the school of attendance, measured by a commonly traveled route, and
the commonwealth reimbursement does not fully cover the amounts expended for such
transportation, the regional school district may allow pupils to opt out of such transportation
or may charge a fee that in aggregate may not exceed the differential between the amounts
expended for furnishing transportation and the commonwealth reimbursement.

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the MASC encourage theLegislature to modify M.G.L. Title

XII c. 71, § 16C, with the aforementioned proposed language (or alternative and remove the
period) to provide regional districts the ability if so desired to charge a transportation fee that
in aggregate can-not exceed the differential between the and that the Commonwealth
reimbursement and the regional school district transportation expense for any pupil that
resides greater than one and one-half mile from the school of attendance measured by a
commonly traveled route. Pupils may opt out of transportation and not be subject to a
transportation fee.

 RESOLUTION 4:
 DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION
 (Submitted by Division X; amended by the Resolutions Committee)
 
 WHEREAS we are responsible for fostering equitable learning environments wherein all

students, staff members,and families are treated with respect and their voice and presence
valued regardless of race, ethnicity, gender iden-tity, sexual orientation, expression, religion,
natural origin,culture, physical ability, or other status; and

 
 WHEREAS we should always stand, speak out, and help edu-cate against violence and

injustice on the basis of prejudice or discrimination; and
 
 WHEREAS we should provide inside and outside of the classroom support to continue

efforts centered on equity,diversity, and inclusion, with a heightened awareness and focus on
racial equity and to adopt proper speech and text to the furtherance of these objectives;

 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED: that MASC recommends that all districts adopt the position

of DEI coordinator to work towards an anti-racist school system.
 
 
 RESOLUTION 5:
 MA SCHOOL BUILDING AUTHORITY
 (Submitted by the Wachusett Regional School Committee)
 
 WHEREAS the School Building assistance program is the oldest capital grant program

operated by the Commonwealth, as established in MGL Chapter 70B section 1; and
 



 WHEREAS the Massachusetts School Building Authority (MSBA) is charged to promote the
thoughtful planning and construction of school facility space in order to ensure safe and
adequate facilities for public schools, and to assist munici-palities in meeting the cost
thereof; and

 
 WHEREAS the MSBA has improved the learning facilities of over 600,000 students across the

Commonwealth by working with local communities to create affordable, sustainable, an
energy efficient schools; and

 
 WHEREAS the MSBA is limited in funding as stated in MGL70B section 7, to $800,000,000

plus either the rate of growth in the dedicated sales tax revenue amount as defined in
sub-section a of section 35BB of chapter 10, or 4.5%; and

 
 WHEREAS the MSBA has declared a pause on their Accelerat-ed Repair Program and limits

on their Core Projects due to ris-ing costs and inflation, and the need to stay within the
AnnualCap as referenced in the Memorandum of October 19, 2022 from the MSBA Deputy
Treasurer and Executive Director; and

 
 WHEREAS each year the Accelerated Repair Program is delayed results in an increase in

application backlog among theCommonwealth’s existing backlog of school building needs;
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Massachusetts Asso-ciation of School Committees

calls upon the MassachusettsLegislature to amend MGL ch.70B, section 7 by removing
the$800,000,000 cap; and

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Massachusetts Association Of School Committees calls

upon the Massachusetts SchoolBuilding Authority to reinstate the Accelerated Repair
program for 2024 applications; and

 
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Massachusetts Association Of School Committees calls

upon the Massachusetts Legisla-ture to allow public preschools to be included in the
Accelerated Repair Program and Core Program.

 RESOLUTION 6:
 SCHOOL BUS STOP ARM SURVEILLANCE ACT AND ENFORCEMENT AND PENALTIES
 (Submitted by the Peabody and Marlboro School Committees)
 
 WHEREAS it is against the law in Massachusetts to pass a stopped school bus with the stop

arm extended and flashing lights while student passengers embark and disembark the bus.
Unless witnessed by a police officer, the penalties forpassing a stopped school bus are
minimal. The danger to the passengers is extraordinary, and can prove fatal; and

 



 WHEREAS: a survey conducted in 2022 by the NationalAssociation of State Directors of Pupil
Transportation Services (NASDPTS) found that motorists illegally pass stopped school
buses: “Throughout a 180-day school year, ... sample results point to more than 41.8 million
violations per year amongAmerica’s motoring public.”; and

 
 WHEREAS technological advances have now made possible digital video violation detection

monitoring systems to detect drivers failing to stop for school buses; and
 
 WHEREAS: penalties for passing a stopped school bus uti-lizing a digital video violation

detection monitoring system need to be commensurate with the same penalties imposed for
said action if witnessed by a police officer;

 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Massachusetts As-sociation of School Committees

calls on the MassachusettsLegislature to enact legislation to pass into law the ability of
cities and towns to install on all school buses live digi-tal video detection monitoring
systems for the purpose of enforcing violations against the owner of a motor vehicle whose
vehicle failed to stop for a school bus when required to do so by law.

 
 AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Massachusetts Association of School Committees

calls on the Massachusetts Legislature to enact legislation raising the fine for passing a
stopped school bus to a significant schedule of fines as penalty whether witnessed by a
police officer or recorded by a digital video detection monitoring system.

 
 RATIONALE: The significant safety concerns present when a vehicle passes a stopped

school bus embarking or disem-barking passengers are endangering our students in
Mas-sachusetts. Presently, unless witnessed by a police officer,the penalties for passing a
school bus are minimal. If the registration plate of the offending vehicle is reported by the
bus driver, there is a minimal fine. Requiring a police officer to witness the violation prevent
appropriate law enforcement action from taking place,especially for repeat offenders.
Allowing the installation and utilization of digital video detection monitoring systems on
school buses will allow for appropriate law enforcement action, provide for monitoring and
data pertinent to this safety concern, and serve as a deterrent to drivers who are contributing
to this safety issue. Protecting the safety of our students is a paramount concern.

 
 
 RESOLUTION 7:
 RELATED TO MCAS
 (Submitted by the Framingham School Committee)
 
 WHEREAS access to a high-quality, publicly funded edu-cation is a guaranteed right written

into the MassachusettsConstitution; and
 
 WHEREAS an effective public education program meets the needs of students who present a

variety of abilities and learning styles; and



 
 WHEREAS a successful system of public education nurtures and supports students and

offers opportunities for growth along a continuum that begins in preschool and extends
through higher education; and

 
 WHEREAS the goal of public education is to teach students how to be critical thinkers,

engaged citizens and lifelong learners; and
 
 WHEREAS the use of MCAS has restricted curriculum and narrowed the focus of education

in our public schools; and
 
 WHEREAS the use of MCAS has impacted student emotional well being; and
 
 WHEREAS MCAS testing has unjustly targeted communities with underfunded public

schools for state takeovers that have failed to improve student performance by any
mea-sure; and

 
 WHEREAS using MCAS testing as a high-school graduation requirement has prevented or

delayed countless students from earning a diploma, either interrupting or derailing education
or career plans;

 
 THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED:
 • that MASC urges Massachusetts to develop a wider, more consensus-built strategy for an

evaluation system with meaningful input from legitimate stakeholders.
 • that MASC urges the state Legislature to launch a com-prehensive evaluation to investigate

the extent of biases pertaining to MCAS testing and make these results public.
 • that MASC urges Massachusetts to enact a moratorium onMCAS testing effective

immediately.
 • that MASC urges Massachusetts to develop an alternative to the high-stakes MCAS tests.
 
 
 RESOLUTION 8:
 SAFE STORAGE OF FIREARMS
 (Submitted by the Framingham School Committee)
 
 WHEREAS the safety and well-being of our students, teachers, and staff is a top priority in

schools and keeping themsafe from the threat of gun violence should be the respon-sibility
of all adult stakeholders at each of our school sites;and

 
 WHEREAS in the United States, gun violence is the leadingcause of death in children and

teens; and
 



 WHEREAS approximately 1200 children and teens die by gun suicide each year,” and over 80
percent of children un-der age 18 who died by firearm suicide used a gun belong-ing to a
family member; and

 
 WHEREAS in incidents of gun violence on school grounds,up to 80 percent of shooters under

the age of 18 obtained their guns from their own home or that of relatives or friends; and
 
 WHEREAS an estimated 4.6 million American children live in households with at least one

loaded, unlocked firearm and every year
 
 WHEREAS research shows that secure firearm storage prac-tices are associated with up to a

78 percent reduction in the risk of self-inflicted firearm injuries and up to an 85 percent
reduction in the risk of unintentional firearm injuries among children and teens; and

 
 WHEREAS evidence strongly suggests that securefirearmstorage is an essential component

to any effective strategy to keep schools and students safe; and
 
 WHEREAS the US Secret Service National Threat Assessment Center recommends the

importance of appropriate storage of weapons because many school attackers used
firearms acquired from their homes; and

 
 WHEREAS across the country, lawmakers, community mem-bers and local leaders are

working together to implement public awareness campaigns, such as the Be SMART
Program, which is endorsed by the National PTA and encourages secure gun storage
practices and highlights the public safety risks of unsecured guns; and

 
 WHEREAS secure storage of firearms is a legal requirement in Massachusetts pursuant to

G.L. Chapter 140, sections 131L and 131C, and failure to comply with secure storage laws
can lead to criminal prosecution, jail time, fines, and/orrevocation of FID card or license,
depending on the offense; and

 
 WHEREAS the American Academy of Pediatrics recommends storing firearms unloaded and

locked, with ammu-nition locked separately to reduce risks of injury to children; and
 
 WHEREAS in order to continue with preventive measures to increase student and school

safety we must act now;
 
 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that MASC recommends all districts to urge their

Superintendent and staff to create an appropriate communication to parents and guardians
that explains the importance of secure firearm storage to protect children and teens from
unauthorized access to unsecured firearms, and their legal obligations consistent with
Massa-chusetts safe storage law.

 



 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that MASC urges other com-munities to work with their local law
enforcement agencies, health agencies and non-profit organizations to collaborate and
increase efforts to inform District parents and guardians of their obligations regarding
secure storage of firearms in their homes and vehicles.

 


