
Franklin Public Schools 

Franklin, Massachusetts 02038 

 

Action Required 
 

 

Subject:  
Out of State/Overnight Travel 

Date: 

 

Dept: 

 
February 14, 2023 

 
FHS 

 

 

Reason:  
Past practice of the Committee 
requires a vote to allow 
students/staff to travel outside 
of the State/Country 

 

Enclosure 

 

 
Yes 

 

 

Background 
 

Recommendation:   
 
Belize Field Trip 
I recommend approval of the request of Ms. Balliro and Ms. Quigley to take FHS 
students to Belize from February 17-24, 2024 as presented. 

 

Action Requested of the School Committee: 
 
Majority vote of the Committee is required. 
 
 
 
 

Vote Tabulator 
 
C. Bernstein:       Y  /  N   D. McNeill:       Y  /  N 
 
D. Callaghan:     Y  /  N  M. Whitmore:    Y  /  N  
 
Al Charles:         Y  /  N D Spencer:       Y  /  N 
 
E Stokes:      Y  /  N     Action:  _________________ 
 
  
 



Conservation From Ridge to Reef: A STEM Trip to Belize
Extended Trip Waiver Proposal

Trip Leaders: Mary Balliro & Catherine Quigley
EF Tour Consultant: Meg Meropol meg.meropol@ef.com

A. Proposed Trip: An Eight Day STEM tour throughout the rainforests and coastlines of Belize
with the company EF-Tours, who Franklin Public Schools have used in previous years to run
successful trips.

B. Purpose: International education can open students’ eyes to the benefits of community,
service and leadership throughout the world. It is also a great opportunity for students to
challenge themselves and apply what they have learned in the classroom to hands-on field work
activities. Specifically in Belize they will be exposed to new cultural experiences as well as view
how different parts of the world are being affected by changes in climate & what people are
doing to combat it within their regions.

C. When: February Break 2024.
● EF asks for a 2 day buffer period on either end of the week for booking. The 8-day

tour would be booked between the window of Thursday February 15th - Tuesday
February 26th.

D. Where: This STEM trip will travel to various locations throughout the country of Belize
including the rainforest, coastlines, and reefs.

● See example itinerary in proposal slideshow on slide 8.

E. Who: 30-33 students who meet the prerequisites below & 5 Adults (38 bodies per one bus)
● Students in the graduating classes of 2024 & 2025 who, as of the ‘23-’24 school year,

have taken or are enrolled in at least one of the following classes*:
■ CP Behavioral Science
■ H Comparative Anatomy
■ OH Environmental Science
■ AP Biology
■ AP Environmental Science

*If there are spots remaining we will have a second round of applications with students
of the class of 2025 who plan to take one of the above classes in their senior year.

● If there is enough interest a second bus can be added to the tour
○ 30 students/1 bus : 60 students/2 busses

● Teacher Chaperones
○ For every 6 students 1 teacher chaperone will be covered by EF Tours

● Students must be deemed in good behavioral standing starting at the time they sign up
for the trip & may be removed from the roster by administration after registering

F. Benefits to traveling with EF Tours: The staff with EF-Tours will take care of all of the
travel booking as well as have support in place for safety and emergency situations abroad.

● What is Included:
○ Transportation, airfare & lodging
○ Travel Insurance
○ EF Tour Safety & Response Team
○ Meals (breakfast, lunch, and dinner)
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Conservation From Ridge to Reef: A STEM Trip to Belize
Extended Trip Waiver Proposal

Trip Leaders: Mary Balliro & Catherine Quigley
EF Tour Consultant: Meg Meropol meg.meropol@ef.com

○ Unique excursions outlined in a pre-planned itinerary with a tour director and
expert local guides

○ Hands-on STEM learning
○ Course credit for High School (included) or College (for a fee) by doing an

additional project related to the tour experience.

G. Cost: In total $4,579 / student or $338 monthly over 14 months. This cost includes all items
listed above under Part E and does not include general spending money or tips.

H. Equity & Accessibility:
● Equity issues for limited income students:

○ Students will have the opportunity to set up a fundraising page through EF and
can ask for personal donations that way.

○ Trip Leaders plan to work with student travelers to organize a variety of
fundraising opportunities

○ EF awards Global Citizenship Scholarships that Students are encouraged to
apply for, which is awarded both on a merit and need basis.
■ Up to $1,000
■ This can be paired with other modes of fundraising, both through Franklin

High School & EF Tours.
● Accessibility accommodations for students: EF will work with FPS as well as local

guides in Belize to build accommodations and experiences for all students.
○ EF will make reasonable accommodations/arrangements on a case by case basis

for individuals who aren’t able to participate/access the particular activity on the
tour.

○ With approval from EF-Tours, a student with physical impairments or
limitations can be accompanied by an adult travel aid (of their choosing), who
would get a 40% discount from the total cost of the tour.
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